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Message on the Occasion of the 50th Anniversary

Matsuoka Museum of Art was founded by my grandfather, Seijiro Mat-
suoka in 1975, on the 9th floor of Matsuoka Tamuracho Building, located
in Shimbashi, Minato-City, Tokyo and we commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the museum this year.

When the museum just opened, Seijiro put employees on night duty
for fear that artworks would be stolen. They seem to have had a fun time
over drinks, which is not favorable but now a funny story.

My grandfather loved to drop by the museum every day and some-
times proudly talked to visitors about how he acquired the artworks.

Working hard, he lived a happy and vital life of 95 years as a great
collector. After his death, his ambition was inherited by his daughters and
they relocated the museum to the current place in Shirokanedai in 2000,
where they were born and raised.

Seijiro collected whatever appealed to him regardless of place and pe-
riod. Therefore, our museum can present artworks from all over the world
and of various periods like a treasure box. On the other hand, no matter
how wide the genres of exhibits are, there is a consistency in grace, loveli-
ness and beauty, given by the gaze of the founder on the collection. I hope
everybody can be touched and encouraged by art here.

CEO Matsuoka Jisho Co., Ltd.
Director of Matsuoka Museum of Art  Kiyomi Matsuoka
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Opening Hours —10:00AM - 5:00PM (Last Entry 4:30PM)
Closed ——— Monday or the following weekday when a holiday falls on
Monday, The period of changing exhibition, Year-End

and New Year Holidays
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On foot ———— 7 minutes’ walk from Shirokanedai Station Exit 1/
15 minutes’ walk from JR Meguro Station East Exit

By Toei Bus

From JR Meguro Station East Exit,

take the Kuro ($8) 77 bus for Sendagaya Station or

the Hashi (&) 86 bus for Tokyo Tower - Akabanebashi Station
to the second stop Todai-ITkaken-Byoin-Nishimon (IMSUT

Hospital West Gate).
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Matsuoka Museum of Art
T108-0071 EE#FLEXEEAE5-12-6 TEL.03-5449-0251

Omatsuokamuseum X @matsu_bi @matsuoka_museum_of_art

Anniversary
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1975 Back to the Origin:
Matsuoka Museum of Art in Shimbashi
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Bottle jar with dragon and
arabesque design, blue

and white
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UEMURA Shoen
Evening in Spring

Seated Bodhisattva in
meditation pose

atsuoka Museum of Art opened in Shimbashi on 25th Novem-

ber, 1975. The founder, Seijiro Matsuoka (1894-1989) built up
the collection with a global perspective throughout his life, hoping to
show works of art inaccessible to the Japanese.

In celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of our museum, this exhi-
bition revives the opening exhibition in 1975. Masterpieces of various
genres from the Matsuoka collection will be on display in display cases
and with hand-written captions from the Shimbashi period.
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Welcome to Matsuoka Zoo
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Horse, three-color
glaze
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SHIMOMURA Kanzan
Squirrel under Japanese
Ceder

EXHRYabs

Ox-shaped rhyton with
painted ornament

his summer, Matsuoka Museum of Art turns into a zoo. Animals

have been represented in paintings and statues since antiquity.
Their representations are sometimes divine, lovely, powerful, or even terri-
fying, reflecting human attitudes toward them. This exhibition introduces
artworks from ancient times to the present, from east to west, with ani-
mal motifs.
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The Call of Art: From Ancient Egypt Coffin to Marc Chagall
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Dish with fruiting and
flowering peach
branches design,

famille rose enamels
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Two handled jar with Myth of

Orpheus design, Majolica ware Charles E. PERUGINI

Ephemeral Joy

he founder of the Matsuoka Museum of Art, Seijiro Matsuoka
became interested in antiques in his mid-twenties and collected
over 2,400 works of art throughout his life, mainly at auctions. About 400
pieces of artwork came up at each auction, where he sometimes acquired
one or more, or sometimes nothing, depending on his interest. It was as
if he had been called by Art. This exhibition introduces who he was, with

various artworks from the collection he assembled.
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